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Background

The Centre for Water Resources Studies (CWRS) has undertaken applied research and
technology transfer related to the subject of this workshop for more than 20 years. Our research
in this area has been supported primarily by departments of the Province of Nova Scotia, and by
Canada Housing and Mortgage Corporation (CMHC). Technology transfer has included courses
and conferences directed to the designers, regulators, and managers of on-site and small scale
wastewater systems in Nova Scotia and Atlantic Canada.

The activities of CWRS in this subject area have been guided by the CWRS Advisory Panel on
On-site Wastewater Management. Most of these activities have related to the design and
performance of these systems, but it has been increasingly recognized that their long term reliable
performance depends on effective management, and on design of systems to permit that
management.

This recognition resulted, in 1999-2001, of the formation by CWRS of an Ad-hoc Committee on
Decentralize Wastewater Management, which grew to include representatives of government and
private sector interests.

The Ad-hoc Committee proposed, and assisted in the organization of the Management Workshop
Committee that developed the Workshop.

This report includes all of the hard-copy information provided by speakers and Workshop Chairs
prior to or following the Workshop. It also includes the Workshop program, a participant list
with contact information, and handout materials.

The workshop drew a total of 75 participants, including 12 speakers and 63 delegates. A
participant list is contained in Appendix II.
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