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Message to the Motorist

The information in this handbook is intended for all drivers.
Road safety is a priority of the Province of Nova Scotia, 
and every driver, no matter how experienced, is encouraged
to refresh their memory and skill from time to time.

Safe driving requires knowledge and skill. It must be learned
through practice and a personal commitment to safety.
Driving experience is extremely important, but experience
itself is not enough. To become a safe driver you must
continue to improve your skills, correct poor driving habits,
and learn from your mistakes.

This handbook will familiarize you with the rules governing
the operation of motor vehicles. Also included in this
handbook is information about licensing, registration,
inspection, and collision reporting.

The contents of this handbook explain the basic 
provisions of the law in Nova Scotia using language and
terms that are easily understood by the general public. For
the actual expression of the law, refer to the Motor Vehicle
Act and Regulations.

Most driving decisions are based on judgement—yours 
and that of the other users of our roads and highways. 
Your attitude toward your own safety and that of others 
is an important factor.

Observing the rules and advice in this handbook 
will help you become a safer driver and avoid being 
involved in a collision. Drive defensively and remember—
Caution is Critical.

Traffic laws are for your protection. Please observe them.
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III

There have been some changes to the Graduated  
Driver Licensing Program and rules of the road since  
the publication of this handbook.

These changes are outlined in the next four pages.  
Read this information and keep it in mind as you  
study for your test.

Be aware that the rules and laws for driving can  
change. Pay attention to changes even after you  
have your licence – learn about changes by visiting 
www.NovaScotia.ca or by reading the latest copy  
of the Nova Scotia Driver Handbook. 
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Important Graduated  
Driver Licence Changes

In chapter one, you will learn about the Nova Scotia 
Graduated Driver Licensing program. On April 1, 2015,  
a third stage of GDL was added to the program –  
it is called the restricted individual stage. 

There are now three stages of GDL:
1 The learner’s licence stage (see page 6)
2 The newly licensed stage (see page 16)
3 The restricted individual stage

Restricted Individuals 
(Class 5R or 6R with condition 47)
Once you leave the newly licensed stage, you enter the 
restricted individual stage. You will remain in this stage  
for 2 full years.

Restrictions
When you have a Class 5R or 6R with condition 47,  
you must comply with 2 important restrictions: 
1 You must have zero alcohol or drugs  

in your body while driving
2 You cannot be a supervising driver (previously called 

and experienced driver). This means you cannot teach 
someone to drive or be a supervising driver for a  
newly licensed driver during the curfew hours  
between midnight and 5:00 am. 

No upgrade while a learner  
or Newly Licensed Driver
An upgrade to a higher licence class (1–4) is not  
allowed while you are a learner or newly licensed  
driver. However, you can upgrade your licence while  
in the restricted individual stage. 

Your 
Driver’s 
Licence

V

1
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Exiting the GDL program
You will not exit the GDL program until you have  
finished the restricted individual stage. To complete  
the graduated licence program and receive your  
full Class 5 or Class 6 licence you must do the following:
• Have your Class 5N or 6N for at least  

2 years
• Complete an approved driver training  

program and provide a copy to the  
Registry of Motor Vehicle or Access  
Nova Scotia

• Complete the 2-year driving period after  
graduating to the restricted individual stage

If you do not complete the above, you will stay  
in the GDL program indefinitely and will continue  
to be subject to the program restrictions.

You are not required to obtain a replacement  
driver’s licence when you graduate from the  
newly licensed or restricted individual stage,  
but may do so if you wish. There is no fee to  
exchange your licence if you use the same photo.

Learner’s Licence Expiry
A learner’s licence is valid for a maximum of 2 years 
(previously 1 year). You must successfully pass the  
road test to enter the next GDL stage before your  
learner’s licence expires. If you do not, you must  
rewrite the learner’s test before you may renew  
your learner’s licence. 

1 Your 
Driver’s 
Licence

VI
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Emergency vehicles
On page 45, you will learn the rules for sharing the  
road with emergency vehicles. 

These rules have not changed. However, there are new  
rules that require you to slow down and move over.

If you see an emergency vehicle pulled over with  
its lights flashing, slow down to 60 km/h or obey  
the speed limit if it’s lower than 60 km/h.

If you’re on a road with 2 or more lanes in your  
direction, you must also move into another lane  
farther away from the stopped vehicle if you can  
do so safely. 

You don’t need to slow down or move over  
if the vehicle is on the other side of the  
median on a divided highway.

Types of vehicles
Slow down and move over for:

• ambulances
• police vehicles
• fire department vehicles
• Department of Lands and Forestry fire vehicles
• fire chiefs’ or deputy fire chiefs’ vehicles
• conservation officers’ vehicles
• motor vehicle and carrier inspector’s vehicles
• public safety vehicles, like sheriffs and bridge  

patrol officers
• tow trucks that are stopped at the scene of a  

fire or collision or assisting a vehicle. 

Rules 
of the  
Road

VII

2

Emergency 
Vehicles
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Yield to transit buses

There are new rules requiring you to yield the  
right of way to transit buses.

When a stopped transit bus is signalling its intent  
to re-enter the flow of traffic, yield the right of way  
if approaching the bus from the rear to allow it  
to move back into traffic.

You must yield whenever the posted speed limit  
is 60 km/h or less and it is safe to do so.

This rule does not apply to school buses.

2 Rules 
of the  
Road

VIII

Yield to  
transit bus

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   8 19-08-22   11:42



Contents

1 Your Driver’s Licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
The Nova Scotia Licensing System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Visitors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Getting a Nova Scotia Driver’s Licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Brand new drivers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
People who used to have a valid Nova Scotia driver’s 

licence, but don’t now. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
New residents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Getting a Learner’s Licence (called Class 7). . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Who can apply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
If you are 16 or 17 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

How to Apply for a Learner’s Licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Expiry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Restrictions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

Becoming a Good Driver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Be prepared . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Learn to control your vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Driver training programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Top 9 tips for safe fuel-efficient driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Road Test . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Steps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Newly Licensed Drivers (called Class 5N). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Restrictions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Exemption from nighttime driving curfew. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
No upgrade while in GDL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Demerit points and suspension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Exiting the GDL Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Answers to Some Commonly Asked Questions 
about the GDL Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Renewing Your Licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Losing Your Licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Mandatory revocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Suspension without conviction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Court-imposed suspension. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
By accumulating too many demerit points . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

IX

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   9 19-08-22   11:42



Demerit Points. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Probationary Licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Removing demerit points from your driving record. . . . . . . 31
Applying for a conditional driver’s licence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Applying to have driver’s licence restored. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

Driver Enhancement Re-examination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Classes of Driver’s Licences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Endorsements: Permission to drive additional vehicles . . . . 36
Conditions or restrictions on driver’s licences . . . . . . . . . . . 36

2 Rules of the Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Traffic Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

Traffic signal lights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Arrow signals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
Flashing signals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40
Lane control signals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Traffic signs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Crosswalk guards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Right of way . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Unmarked crosswalks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Emergency vehicles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Basic Rules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Driving on the right . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Stopping distances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
Driving too slowly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
Using the safety scan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Blind spots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Two-second rule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
Choosing a safe speed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
School zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Curves or sharp turns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Using your signal lights and horn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Turning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Following . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
Changing lanes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
Overtaking and passing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
Passing on the right . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
When your vehicle is being passed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Backing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

X

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   10 19-08-22   11:42



Parking and stopping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Parallel parking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Angle parking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Parking on a hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Travelling through roundabouts and rotaries . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Entering and leaving driveways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Using controlled-access highways . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
Drivers and large commercial vehicles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Drivers and school buses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Drivers and motorcycles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Drivers and bicycles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

Sharing the Road with Bicycles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Preventing crashes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Common car-bike collisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71
Cycling strategies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72
Cycling safety equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

3 Signs, Pavement Markings, 
and Work Zones. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
Regulatory Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Stop sign. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Yield sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
School zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80
Railway crossings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
Other regulatory signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Warning Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83
Guidance Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83
Pavement Markings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

Rules about solid and broken lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84
Two-laned highway with climbing lane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86
Continuity lines. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86
Two-way-left-turn lanes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Examples of Signs and Their Meanings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88
Crosswalk signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88
Regulatory signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88
Warning signs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91
Lane arrows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93
Guide signs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94

XI

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   11 19-08-22   11:42



Construction or Work Zones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94
Travelling safety through a work zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95
Lane closures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
Biggest cause of collisions at work zones . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
Work zone signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
General signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
Signs with arrows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Specific signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Human activity signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101

The Shape of a Sign Says What It Means . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

4 Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105
Vehicle Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Maintaining your vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107
Regular maintenance checklist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

Tires . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Windshield. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Fluids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Lights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Shocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Mirrors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Interior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110
Brakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Steering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Exhaust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Body . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111

Lighting equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Headlights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Daytime running lights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Red brake lights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
White plate lights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Signal lights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113
Parking lights or reflectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113
Emergency Flashers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

Special lights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Flashing red. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Flashing amber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Flashing blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

XII

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   12 19-08-22   11:42



Other vehicle equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Ornaments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Horn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Adjustable front seat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114

Winter maintenance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115
Passenger Safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Why use a seat belt or child restraint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116
Seat belts, child restraints and the law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117
The wearing of seat belts does not apply to: . . . . . . . . . . . 118
Correct use of seat belts and child restraints . . . . . . . . . . . 119
Air bags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
Carrying passengers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
Walking on the highway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
Thumbing rides—hitchhiking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
Driving position . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121
Steering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

Safe Driving Tips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124
Starting your car . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124
Accelerating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Stopping and braking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Preventing collisions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Driving defensively . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127
Avoiding highway hypnosis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Sharing the road. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

Alerting Other Drivers to Your Activities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
Slow-moving vehicles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
Open tailgates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
Carrying loads. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130
Towing trailers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130
Moving disabled vehicles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Oversized vehicles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

5 Adverse Driving Conditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
Reduced Visibility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Nighttime driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
Sunlight glare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Rain, snow, and fog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
A trucker’s blind spots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138

XIII

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   13 19-08-22   11:42



Changes to the Road’s Surface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
Rain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
Snow, frost, and ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Gravel or dirt roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
About four-wheel drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141
Tips for dealing with slippery surfaces. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141
Stopping on ice. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Rules for winter driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142

Emergencies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
General highway trouble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Brake failure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
Tire blowouts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
Power failure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
Headlight failure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144
Sticking gas pedal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145
Vehicle fires . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145
Skids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Wheels leaving the pavement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Animals on the road. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146
Vehicle plunging into water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
Electrical wires on the roadway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
Encountering snow plows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148

Collisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149
Procedures and responsibilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149
Suspension of a licence after a collision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150

6 Driving and Impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151
Alcohol and Drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

Drinking and driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153
Getting caught . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154
Drug impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155
Penalties for impaired driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156
Administrative Licence Suspension Program . . . . . . . . . . . . 156
Being a responsible host or hostess. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158

Being in Shape to Drive: Physically and Mentally . . . . . . 159
Guidelines for issuing a licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159
Health guidelines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160
Emotional and physical stress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

XIV

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   14 19-08-22   11:42



Vision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162
Hearing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162
Driver fatigue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163

7 Vehicle Registration and Insurance . . . . . . . 165
Vehicle Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168

Owning a vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168
Visitors and new residents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169
Transferring a vehicle from another jurisdiction . . . . . . . . . 169
Selling a vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170

Permits, Licence Plates, and Validation Stickers . . . . . . . . 170
Operating a vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170
Renewing your vehicle permit and licence plate . . . . . . . . . 171
In-transit permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172
Temporary permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172
Accessible parking plates and permits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172

The Annual Safety Inspection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173
Vehicle Insurance and Financial Responsibility . . . . . . . . . 173

Collisions can and do happen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 173
If you are involved in a collision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174
Consequences of not obtaining coverage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175
Protecting you from the uninsured driver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176
Documents to keep in your vehicle’s glove compartment. . 176

8 Motorcycles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177
People Who Do Not Have a Regular Driver’s Licence . . . 179

Level 1: Learner motorcycle licence (called Class LM). . . . . 180
Level 2: Newly licensed motorcycle driver’s licence 

(called Class 6N) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181
Level 3: Regular motorcycle driver’s licence (called Class 6) 181

People Who Already Have a Regular Driver’s Licence . . . 182
Motorcycle endorsements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183

Motorcycle Safety Information—Safety First! . . . . . . . . . 184
Always wear a helmet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186
Always wear eye protection. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187
Always wear protective clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188

Before You Start Your Motorcycle.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189
Safety Tips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191

XV

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   15 19-08-22   11:42



Starting Your Motorcycle... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191
Effective braking. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192
Shoulder checks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193
Safety zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194
Sudden stops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195
Slippery surfaces. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196

Some Other Safety Factors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197
Intersections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197
Carrying passengers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198
Group riding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199
Railroad tracks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Skids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Wobble and weave. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201
Blowouts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202
Stuck throttle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Avoiding obstacles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203
Riding over objects. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204
Tips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205

Organ Donation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

Driver’s Licence Examination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213

XVI

116305_NS_DriverHandbook_TEXT.indd   16 19-08-22   11:42


	19-48667 Drivers Handbook COVER.pdf
	DH- intro JUN2014
	DH- Chapter 1 JAN2015
	DH- Chapter 2 NOV2013
	DH- Chapter 3 JAN2015
	DH- Chapter 4
	DH- Chapter 5
	DH- Chapter 6 JAN2015
	DH- Chapter 7 NOV2013
	DH- Chapter 8
	DH- Index




