
On October 19, 2009, Minister of Environment 
Sterling Belliveau announced the province’s 
intent to consult widely to evaluate options 
for establishing a large wilderness area within 
Crown lands in and near Chignecto Game 
Sanctuary, in Cumberland County.

Wilderness Areas are significant natural areas 
designated under the Wilderness Areas 
Protection Act. These areas protect the natural 
environment while providing opportunities for 
wilderness recreation, camping, sportfishing, 
hunting, education, research, and community 
stewardship.

The Crown lands of interest around Chignecto 
Game Sanctuary include many natural features 
and ecosystems that are not represented 
elsewhere within Nova Scotia’s parks and 
protected areas system. Anyone who knows the 
area will also appreciate its great beauty. A new 
wilderness area within these lands will help 
ensure that Cumberland County will always have 
wild spaces for nature and for people to enjoy. 
It will also make an important contribution to 
the province’s goal of legally protecting 12% of 
Nova Scotia’s landmass by 2015.

This Crown land evaluation is being conducted 
by the Department of Environment, in 
cooperation with the Department of Natural 
Resources.

                                                    Kelley River

A map of the 35,000 hectare (86,000 acre)
Crown land study area is shown on page 3. All 
these Crown lands are being evaluated, but they 
will not all be protected. Private lands are not 
being considered. 

The following roads are excluded from the study 
area and therefore will be unaffected by any 
future wilderness area designation: 

• Boars Back Ridge Road along River Hebert 
• the paved coastal highway between Shulie 

and Sand River 
• Goodwin Road, connecting the above roads 

The province is committed to maintaining 
essential off-highway vehicle route connections 
between communities.  This can be done by 
excluding additional roads, or designating routes 
for continued off-highway vehicle (OHV) use 
through management agreements with OHV 
groups and organizations.  

Chignecto Crown Lands Evaluation 
December, 2009



Step 1

Initial consultation will take place with 
interested parties, including municipal, 
community, industry, recreation, business, and 
environment stakeholders and organizations. 
Fully understanding all concerns and views will 
help government make informed decisions 
before developing proposed boundaries for a 
candidate wilderness area. Our goal is to 
develop proposed boundaries for a candidate 
wilderness area for consideration by 
government by June, 2010.

Interested parties that would like to meet 
with staff or submit ideas to Nova Scotia 
Environment during this first step of the
consultation process should call 902-424-2117 
or email us at: protectedareas@gov.ns.ca.

Step 2

Once a proposed boundary for a candidate 
wilderness area has been developed, the 
department will launch a broad public and 
stakeholder consultation process to discuss this 
candidate area boundary and any other issues 
or concerns. We are aiming for the summer of 
2010 for this step. This will include:

• opportunities for meetings with staff 
• write-in opportunities 
• information displays 
• public open houses 
• opportunity to comment on a socio-
     economic study 

More details and updates will be shared when 
available.

The province is also committed to ensuring that 
owners of private land will have continued road 
access to their property. 

Hunting is permitted in wilderness areas 
consistent with any applicable rules or 
regulations.  

Aside from its importance for nature 
conservation and recreation, the Crown land 
study area also has resource values, such as
forest harvesting and mineral and petroleum 
exploration. These resource values will all be 
considered during the evaluation process.  
Existing, legal land use interests, including 
mineral and petroleum exploration licenses, 
can be honoured under the Wilderness Areas 
Protection Act.

CONSULTATION PROCESS



Sh
ul

ie

M
ac

ca
n

Jo
gg

in
s

C
hi

gn
ec

to

W
es

t B
ro

ok

L
ow

er
 C

ov
e

So
ut

h
A

th
ol

So
ut

ha
m

pt
on

R
ag

ge
d 

R
ee

f

R
iv

er
 H

eb
er

t

L
ow

er
 M

ac
ca

n
B

ar
ro

ns
fie

ld

H
al

fw
ay

 R
iv

er
H

ar
ri

so
n

Se
ttl

em
en

t

Pe
tti

gr
ew

Se
ttl

em
en

t

R
iv

er
 H

eb
er

t E
as

t
(S

tr
at

hc
on

a)

A
th

ol

Ju
bi

le
e

Tw
o 

R
iv

er
s

Sa
nd

R
iv

er

N
ew

 C
an

aa
n

H
ar

ri
so

n
R

oa
d

A
th

ol
St

at
io

n

G
ilb

er
t M

ou
nt

ai
n

Ea
st

So
ut

ha
m

pt
on

Lo
w

er
R

iv
er

 H
éb

er
t

Fr
an

kl
in

 M
an

or
I.R

. 2
2

Chig
ne

ct
o 

Gam
e S

an
ct

ua
ry

 B
ou

nd
ar

y

M
ud

dy
Pl

ai
ns

M
itc

he
ll

M
ea

do
w

s

Boars Back Ridge

C
o

b
e

q
u

id
  

  
 M

o
u

n
ta

in
s

Sa
nd

 C
ov

e

C
la

m
 C

ov
e

C
hi

gn
ec

to

   
   

   
   

  B
ay

R i v e r      H e r b e r t

Maccan   River

Kelley   R
iv

e
r

Atkinson   Brook

Shulie   Brook

Bearden Brook

E.
 B

ra
nc

h S
an

d R
ive

r

C
u

m
b

erland     Basin

G
oo

dw
in

 R
oa

d

Boars Back Rd.

C
h

ig
n

e
c

to
 C

ro
w

n
 L

a
n

d
 S

tu
d

y 
A

re
a

F
o

r 
E

va
lu

a
ti

n
g

 O
p

ti
o

n
s 

fo
r 

W
il

d
e

rn
e

ss
 A

re
a

 P
ro

te
c

ti
o

n

Le
ge

nd

R
oa

dw
ay

s 
Ex

cl
ud

ed
 fr

om
 S

tu
dy

 A
re

a

C
ro

w
n 

La
nd

 S
tu

dy
 A

re
a 

(3
5,

00
0 

H
a)

C
hi

gn
ec

to
 G

am
e 

S
an

ct
ua

ry
 B

ou
nd

ar
y

In
di

an
 R

es
er

ve

M
ap

 p
ro

du
ce

d 
by

 t
he

 P
ro

te
ct

ed
 A

re
as

 B
ra

nc
h 

of
N

S 
E

nv
iro

nm
en

t, 
N

ov
em

be
r 2

00
9.

Th
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

sh
ow

n 
he

re
 

w
as

 
ob

ta
in

ed
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f 
th

e 
 N

S
 G

eo
m

at
ic

s 
C

en
tre

 (
S

N
S

M
R

)
an

d 
th

e 
N

S
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f N

at
ur

al
 R

es
ou

rc
es

.

©
 

C
ro

w
n 

C
op

yr
ig

ht
, 

P
ro

vi
nc

e 
of

 
N

ov
a 

S
co

tia
,

20
09

.  
A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.

Th
is

 m
ap

 is
 a

 g
eo

gr
ap

hi
c 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
on

ly
. N

S
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
ac

ce
pt

s 
no

 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

fo
r 

an
y

er
ro

rs
 o

r o
m

is
si

on
s 

co
nt

ai
ne

d 
he

re
in

.

5
Ki

lo
m

et
er

s

M
ap

Ex
te

nt
C

um
be

rla
nd

H
an

ts
K

in
gs

C
ol

ch
es

te
r

Am
he

rs
t

O
xf

or
d

Pa
rr

sb
or

o
Tr

ur
o

W
ol

fv
ill

e

PL
EA

SE
 N

O
TE

Th
is

 m
ap

 s
ho

w
s 

C
ro

w
n

la
nd

s 
be

in
g 

ev
al

ua
te

d.
It 

do
es

 n
ot

 r
ep

re
se

nt
 a

pr
op

os
ed

 W
ild

er
ne

ss
 A

re
a.



CONTACT
If you have any questions about Nova Scotia’s protected areas program, 

or the Chignecto crown lands evaluation, please contact:

Protected Areas Branch
Nova Scotia Environment

P.O. Box 442
5151 Terminal Road
Halifax, NS B3J 2P8

Phone: (902) 424-2117
Email: protectedareas@gov.ns.ca

Web: www.gov.ns.ca/nse/protectedareas

COMMENTS
Please feel free to use this area to record your thoughts, questions, and comments.


