
 

 

APPENDIX H 



 

 

 
H.1 

 
MILLER'S CREEK QUARRY CONTINUATION ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 



completely encircle the site.  
 
The site has a number of mapped and unmapped surface watercourses of varying sizes 
that flow to the north, south and west, discharging to the Kennetcook, St. Croix and Avon 
rivers, respectively. Topography of the site is generally higher than that of the 
surrounding areas (salt marshes along the river banks, which give way to gently 
undulating plains further inland) with surface elevations across the site ranging from 
approximately 20 to 75 metres above sea level (masl) and slopes ranging from 1-3%, 
with some localized grades of up to 30%.  The site is made up of a series of low rolling 
hills (described as knobs or knolls) with moderately incised drainages and valleys.  The 
underlying bedrock, with karst features, has locally influenced the topography of the area 
and numerous pits and excavations (developed to extract gypsum; some dating to the mid 
19th century) noted within the study area.  Some sinkholes and former pits support small 
ponds and lakes.  
 
The mine extension would be a surface drill-blast-haul-crush-screen-transport-ship type 
development.  The current crusher and train loading equipment would be left in place at 
the Bailey Quarry and gypsum would be transported from the extension for crushing in 
off-highway trucks. Initial production would be in the order of 100,000 tonnes per annum 
ramping up to a production rate of between 1.5 and 2.0 million tonnes per annum as 
operations at the Bailey Quarry are reduced over the next 10 to 12 years.  Product would 
be transported along the existing train route to Hantsport for ship loading. The mine life 
of the Millers Creek Expansion project is estimated at more than 25 years. 
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2.0 DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
Living Memory is the memory of living Mi’kmaw.  The period of time included in 
living memory varies from knowledge holder to knowledge holder.  Living memory often 
extends to the father and grandfather of the knowledge holder and can be estimated at 3 
to 4 generations. 
 
Current Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use occurred within living memory or is 
occurring at the present day (Figure 1). 
 
Historic Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use occurred before living memory (Figure 1). 
 

 Figure 1:  Historic and Current Use Timeline 

 
 
 

BBeeffoorree  LLiivviinngg  MMeemmoorryy  

WWiitthhiinn  LLiivviinngg  MMeemmoorryy

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Contact         Present Day 
 
 
Mi’kmaw Ecological Knowledge is the collective body of knowledge which Mi’kmaq 
possess based on their intimate relationship with their natural surroundings, which 
involves exploitation, conservation and spiritual ideologies, and has been passed on from 
generation to generation, “kisaku kinutemuatel mijuijij”, elder to child. 
 
Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use Sites are locations where Mi’kmaq land and resource 
use activities have taken place or are taking place at present day.  These sites may or may 
not display physical evidence of Mi’kmaq use.   
 
    

Mi’kmaq Knowledge Study Fundy Gypsum Miller’s Creek Expansion Project   7  
 



Mi’kmaq/Mi’kmaw Mi’kmaq means the Family and is an undeclined form.  The variant 
form, Mi’kmaw, plays two grammatical roles:  1) it is the singular of Mi’kmaq and 2) it is 
an adjective in circumstances where it precedes a noun. 
 
Mi’kma’ki is the Mi’kmaw homeland (Atlantic provinces and Gaspé peninsula). 
 
Specific Land Claim arises when a First Nation alleges that the federal government has 
not honoured its treaties, agreements or legal responsibilities. According to federal 
policy, a valid specific claim exists when a First Nation can prove the government has an 
"outstanding lawful obligation".  The Mi’kmaq are currently pursuing several specific 
land claims in Nova Scotia. 
 
Comprehensive Claim is based on underlying Aboriginal Title to traditional territory 
that has not been dealt with by treaty or other means.  Aboriginal Title to lands exists as a 
legal right derived from First Nations historical occupation and possession of their tribal 
lands.  The process of negotiating the settlement of comprehensive claims, which is 
known as modern-day treaty making, clarifies access and ownership to land and 
resources.   Currently, the Mi’kmaq have a comprehensive claim to all lands within the 
province of Nova Scotia including all inland and adjacent waters.   
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3.0 PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE MI’KMAQ 
KNOWLEDGE STUDY 

 

3.1 Purpose of the Mi’kmaq Knowledge Study 

 
The purpose of the Mi’kmaq Knowledge Study is to support the integration of Mi’kmaq 
knowledge of use and occupation of Mi’kma’ki into development decisions via the 
environmental assessment process.  

 

3.2 Scope of the Mi’kmaq Knowledge Study 

 
The MKS includes: 
 

1) A study of historic and current Mi’kmaq land and resource use; 
2) An evaluation of the potential impacts of the Project on Mi’kmaq use 

and occupation and constitutionally based rights; 
3) An evaluation of the significance of the potential impacts of the 

Project on Mi’kmaq use and occupation; and 
4) Recommendations to proponents and regulators that may include 

recommendations for mitigation measures, further study, or 
consultation with Mi’kmaq.   

 

3.3 Not included in the scope of the Mi’kmaq Knowledge Study 

 

3.3.1 Section 35 Consultation 

 
This study is not consultation for justification of the infringement of constitutionally 
protected aboriginal and treaty rights.  If the project involves possible infringements of 
Mi’kmaq constitutional rights, the MKS recommends further action.  
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3.3.2 Archaeological Screening and Resource Impact Assessment 

 
The study is not an Archaeological Screening or Archaeological Resource Impact 
Assessment.  Results presented in the study can inform and be informed by 
archaeological screenings and assessments.   

 

3.3.3 Notification of Mi’kmaw individuals or communities of the Project 

 
The study is not intended to inform or notify Mi’kmaw individuals or communities of the 
Project, solicit the opinions or concerns of Mi’kmaw individuals or communities on the 
Project, or promote the Project to Mi’kmaw individuals or communities. 
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4.0 METHODOLOGY 
 

4.1 Historic Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use 

 
Historic Mi’kmaq land and resource use occurred before living memory.  The study of 
historic land and resource use paints a broad portrait of Mi’kmaq use and occupation of 
Mi’kma’ki in centuries past.   

 

4.1.1 Study Area 

 
The historic land and resource use study area is in the Mi’kmaq district of Segepenegatig 
and encompasses the area of Minas Basin and its river system, particularly the Avon and 
Kennetcook rivers, and the surrounding lands.   
 

4.1.2 Methods 

 
Research was done at the Nova Scotia Public Archives, Dalhousie University, St. Mary’s 
University, Mount Saint Vincent University, Acadia University, King’s College, 
Annapolis Valley Regional Library, and the Nova Scotia Museum. For the most part, 
secondary sources were consulted for this project, although some primary sources from 
the Nova Scotia Museum and the Nova Scotia Public Archives were used as well. 

 

4.1.3 Limitations 

 
Recorded documents are the primary source of information for the study of historic 
Mi’kmaq land and resource use.  There are no recorded documents in the pre-contact 
period and recorded documents in the post-contact period are not comprehensive.  
Furthermore, existing documentation has largely been written by people of a different 
culture.  This means that information may either not be completely accurate or may be 
incomplete.   
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4.2 Current Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use 

 
Current Mi’kmaq land and resource use occurred within living memory or is presently 
occurring.    The MKS includes a study of: 

 
1) Current Mi’kmaq land and resource use sites  
2) Plants of significance to Mi’kmaq 
3) Mi’kmaw communities 
 

4.2.1 Study Areas 

 
The study areas are described in Figure 2. 

 

4.2.1.1 Current Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use Sites 

 
The study area for current Mi’kmaq land and resource use sites is a 5 km area 
surrounding the Fundy Gypsum property boundary.   

 

4.2.1.2 Plants of Significance to Mi’kmaq 

 
Two plant study areas were chosen within the Fundy Gypsum property boundary.  The 
areas were chosen based on access and representative habitat types.  Both study areas are 
located within the Fundy Gypsum property boundary.  Plant Study Area 1 has a total area 
of 170 acres.  Plant Study Area 2 has a total area of 230 acres.   
 

4.2.1.3 Mi’kmaw Communities 

 
The study area for Mi’kmaw communities is a 5 km area surrounding the Fundy Gypsum 
property boundary.   
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4.2.2 Methods 

 

4.2.2.1 Current Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use Sites 

 
Mi’kmaq knowledge on current land and resource sites was gathered through a review of 
information collected during the Aboriginal Title Project and through oral interviews 
with Mi’kmaw knowledge holders.  
 
All individuals who were interviewed signed consent forms.  Knowledge was gathered in 
accordance with the Mi’kmaq Ecological Knowledge Protocol and an application to 
complete research was submitted to Mi’kmaw Ethics Watch. 
 
Knowledge collected is reported in a general format only.  No names or specific locations 
are published. 
 
Collected knowledge was digitized and compiled to allow for an analysis of potential 
impacts of the project on current Mi’kmaq land and resource use. 

 

4.2.2.2 Plants of Significance to Mi’kmaq 

 
A system of stratified random sampling was employed to identify plants present in the 
study areas of significance to Mi’kmaq.  Plants were surveyed in the fall of 2005 and the 
spring of 2006.  Information collected is reported in a general format only.  The names of 
the species are not recorded. 

 

4.2.2.3 Mi’kmaw Communities 

 
A review of Mi’kmaq communities in the study area was undertaken.   

 

4.2.3 Limitations 

 
While every attempt was made to document all available Mi’kmaw knowledge, the 
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knowledge gathering process may not have captured some available Mi’kmaw 
knowledge. It is also recognized that over generations of cultural and political 
suppression, much Mi’kmaq knowledge has been irretrievably lost.   
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5.0 RESULTS 
 
Results of the study are divided into two categories: 
 

1) Historic land and resource use, that is, use that occurred before living 
memory, and 

2) Current land and resource use, or use that occurred within living memory or is 
occurring at the present day. 

 
Land and resource use may be for hunting, burial/birth, ceremonial, gathering, or 
habitation purposes. 
 

5.1 Historic Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use 

5.1.1 Pre-Contact  
 
Mi’kmaq traditional use of the land in Nova Scotia involved semi-permanent and 
permanent settlements.  Summer villages of the Mi’kmaq were usually located on the 
banks of streams or rivers. The most important factor in the choice of a site was the 
proximity of the site to a navigable body of water. Sites around the mouths of rivers with 
heavy spawning runs were highly favourable for use, as well as smaller rivers running 
back into a system of lakes.1  It is therefore likely that the Mi’kmaq settled in the study 
area, which exhibits these types of natural features.    
 
Minas Basin is a large reservoir that receives waters of 19 rivers, including the Pereau, 
Canar, Habitant, Horton, Gaspereau, Halfway, Avon, St. Croix, Kennetcook, 
Cackmagon, Shubenacadie, Salmon, North, Chegenois, Debert, Great Village, 
Porteaupique, Bass, and Diligent Rivers. From here they escape between Partridge Island 
and Blomidon into the Bay of Fundy.2 Outside the strait the tides are rapid but regular. 
Within it, the rise of the tide is greater than that of any part of America. As the Bay 
becomes narrower, a large body of water rushes toward the area very quickly and fills the 

                                                 
1 Julien, Donald M., Historical Perspective of Micmac Indians Pre & Post Contact Period, p. 3. 
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Minas and Chignecto Basins. The tides in some areas can rise as high as 70 feet.3 
 

These rivers were rich with salmon, gaspereau, shad, smelt, cod, mackerel, sturgeon, and 
many other fish. Towards the end of the 18th century, it was still possible to kill salmon 
with clubs, as they were extremely plentiful at spawning time.4 The Fundy tides made 
deep-water navigation possible far inland in small rivers.5 
 
Travelling on the water by canoe was much faster than travelling on foot. Portage routes 
led up the Avon’s branches, across lakes and down rivers to the sea.  Up the St. Croix, 
another portage system led to Panuke Lake and connecting waterways to Chebucto’s 
eastern harbour.6 Further down the coast, the portage system of the Shubenacadie River 
led to the Dartmouth lakes, and again to Chebucto Harbour.7  
 
The Mi’kmaq may have valued this area because of the available water-routes that were 
used for travel by canoe. This area made it possible to travel across Nova Scotia to some 
extent, as well as travel across the Bay of Fundy to other parts of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. 
 
The Mi’kmaq pursued fishing and hunting in the Minas Basin and its rivers.8 The 
Mi’kmaq regularly camped at headwaters around Minas Basin where in season they 
fished for alewife (gaspereau), salmon, and blackfish (or porpoise). Deer and moose 
figured among the Mi’kmaq foods, and their name for this region was Kakagwek, which 
meant, “where meat is sliced up and dried.”9  Robertson states that the area was a 
“favourite resort” of the Mi’kmaq, and that there was a large settlement and also a burial 
ground.10 
 
Before the 11th century, the Mi’kmaq brought semi-precious stones from Blomidon and 
the North Mountain volcanic ridge to the Gaspereau River area. Mi’kmaq tradition states 
that they gathered at this site, which is known as Melanson, from hundreds of miles 
around to chip arrowheads, spearheads, knives and axes from jasper, chalcedony, agate, 
                                                 
3 Haliburton, Thomas C. Esq., History of Nova Scotia: Volume Two, p. 125 
4 Loomer, L.S., Windsor, Nova Scotia: A Journey in History, p. 18. 
5 Loomer, L.S., Windsor, Nova Scotia: A Journey in History, p. 18. 
6 Loomer, L.S., Windsor, Nova Scotia: A Journey in History, p. 18. 
7 Loomer, L.S., Windsor, Nova Scotia: A Journey in History, p. 18. 
8 Robertson, Allen B., Tide and Timber: Hantsport, N.S., p. 20.  
9 Robertson, Allen B., Tide and Timber: Hantsport, N.S., p. 20. 
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quartz, and amethyst brought from the Blomidon area.11 
 
The area near Brooklyn was known to the Mi’kmaq as Nelegakumik, or “broken 
snowshoe.” This indicates that the Mi’kmaq travelled through this area, potentially on 
trails that linked the area to settlements around Minas Basin.12  Many of the Mi’kmaq 
travel routes have now become roads.  One trail from Kennetcook through Rawdon and 
Brooklyn is used as the present day road.13 
 
The Mi’kmaq named many places in Nova Scotia. The following is a list of Mi’kmaq 
names for some places in the study area.  Pesegitk means to flow “split wise,” and refers 
to the forks of the river where the tide passes near Windsor and divides off into the St. 
Croix. Setunook is what the Mi’kmaq called Windsor, which meant, “where the Seal 
Water flows back.” Apsetkwechk was the eastern branch of the Avon River, which meant, 
“running small.”  Amagapskeget was the larger branch of the Avon River at the forks, 
meaning “running over stones.” Kunetkook was Canticook, in Newport. Fort Lawrence in 
Windsor, Nova Scotia was called Kwesomalegek, meaning “hardwood point”.14 

5.1.2 Post-Contact 

 
When the Europeans arrived in Hants County they found Mi’kmaq moving from one 
hunting or fishing ground to the other in order to maintain food supply.15 There is ample 
qualitative data to indicate the existence of two separate villages in the Minas region, one 
adjacent to the Acadian Minas settlement and another along the Pizquit River.16 The 
Deschamps Papers in the Nova Scotia Archives record Mi’kmaq hunting on the 
Kennetcook River in the township of Newport, at the location of a summer residence.17 
The tribe, with Captain Joseph Nocout as leader, consisted of 14 men, nine women, three 
aged women, nine boys and three girls. Deschamps also listed a tribe of Mi’kmaq in the 
Falmouth area. Both English and French records document these two tribes in the area.18 
Along with this record goes the find of a Mi’kmaq burying ground on Willow Hill in 

                                                 
11 Loomer, L.S., Windsor, Nova Scotia: A Journey in History, p. 23.  
12 McGray & McGray, Brooklyn in Retrospect, p. 7. 
13 McGray & McGray, Brooklyn in Retrospect, p. 9. 
14 Rand, Silas T., Micmac Place Names. 
15 McGray & McGray, Brooklyn in Retrospect, p. 7. 
16 Wicken, William C., Encounters with Tall Sails and Tall Tales, p. 104. 
17 McGray & McGray, Brooklyn in Retrospect, p. 9. 
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what is now known as Ardoise.19 By 1764 the Indians of the two tribes had all been 
baptized and many of them had been given French names.20 
 
In the Mi’kmaq district of Segepenegatig, which is where the study area lies, the chief in 
1750 was Jean Baptiste Cope.  Claud Piguidawalwet, who was chief from 1760 onward, 
succeeded him.21 
 
With the coming of the Acadians to the Avon Valley just before 1700 and their rapid 
expansion, it is likely the Mi’kmaq were pushed back from the riverbanks and into the 
forests. Later they were to be found near the sources of the rivers and streams.22 
 
One of the routes of travel was from Minas Basin up the Shubenacadie River to Grand 
Lake, and by other lakes and short portages to Halifax Harbour. This route was used 
when the Mi’kmaq were sent by the French to harass the English settlement at Halifax in 
1750.23 At Long Point, where the St. Croix river makes a right-angle turn, travellers 
forded the river by descending the steep and muddy bank to a river bed of rock and over 
to Chamber’s Island, where the road began again. This road dated to Acadian times, and 
was likely a Mi’kmaq trail before then.24  
 
Around the time of the expulsion of the Acadians the Mi’kmaq resisted the English. The 
government brought in the New England Rangers, who travelled the rivers and attacked 
the Mi’kmaq. The Mi’kmaq decided to make peace in 1755.  “Peace Treaties” were 
drawn up between the Indians and the British, and certain lands were granted to the 
Mi’kmaq.25 
 
In December 1764, Isaac Deschamps carried on commerce with the government on 
behalf of the Indians at Fort Edward and in Kings County. By April 1765, Moses 
Delesderniers had been appointed to act for Windsor. The difficulty of the Mi’kmaq 
became very evident about the time a Council and an Assembly were formed for Nova 
Scotia in 1758 and 1759. Indian agents were appointed by the government to different 

                                                 
19 McGray & McGray, Brooklyn in Retrospect, p. 9. 
20 McGray & McGray, Brooklyn in Retrospect, p. 9. 
21 Julien, Donald M. O.N.S., Historical Perspective, p. 3. 
22 Shand, Gwendolyn V., Historic Hants County, p. 4. 
23 Stoddard, Natalie B., The Micmac Indians, p. 2. 
24 Loomer, L.S., Windsor, Nova Scotia: A Journey in History, p. 100. 
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regions across Nova Scotia. Among those who served for Hants County were Lieutenant 
Governor Michael Franklin and George Henry Monk. As the Indians lost their ability to 
make a living in their accustomed way because of land encroachment, it was judged 
necessary to give them food, medicine, and at times to help them provide shelter and 
clothing for themselves. The accounts kept by the Indian agents show how great the need 
had become by 1770.26 
 
After 1760 there was an influx of many settlers to Hants County. With this influx, some 
of the land, which had been allotted to the Mi’kmaq, was handed over to the newcomers. 
Sometimes the settlers simply seized the land from the Mi’kmaq themselves. Each year, 
more small estates and farms were established, resulting in the destruction of great 
sections of forest. There was also increased competition for game; this made it more 
difficult for the Indians to sustain themselves according to the customary way of living.27 
Between the months of September 1766 and the same month of 1767, the Mi’kmaq near 
Fort Edward and Cornwallis sold 1000 Beaver, 50 Otter, 80 Fishers, 300 Martins, 300 
Mink, 100 Musquash, and 50 Bear skins, although this level of trade did not sufficiently 
sustain the Mi’kmaq in the face of loss of traditional territory 28 
 
Silas T. Rand is an important figure in post-contact Mi’kmaq history in the Minas Basin 
area.  Rand was a self-educated man, who had mastered French, German, Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, and began to study the Mi’kmaq language in 1846.  In the 1850s Rand made a 
report to the Micmac Missionary Society, of which he was a member.  He had chosen 
Hantsport as a place to work with settled native peoples since it had a long held 
significance for them.29 Supported entirely by the money he was able to collect at his 
public appearances, the society began to purchase land in Hantsport for a school and 
“industrial establishment” where Indians would be encouraged to work. A depot was set 
up in Halifax for the sale of their artefacts, but the enterprise seems to have been neither 
durable nor profitable. Yet by 1856 the society had amassed 458 acres and named them 
“Mount-Micmac.” Rand reported that the Indians were being instructed in “agricultural 
and mechanical improvement.” However, the school was never founded as the New 
England Company turned down his application for support.30  

                                                 
26 Shand, Gwendolyn V., Historic Hants County, p. 5. 
27 Shand, Gwendolyn V., Historic Hants County, p. 6. 
28 Draper, Thos. F., Essay on the History of Hants County, p. 89. 
29 Robertson, Allen B., Tide & Timber, p. 20. 
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5.1.3 Archaeology 

 
Two known archaeological sites are located within the study area.  Site BfDa-1, known as 
the St. Croix Site, runs along the east bank of the St. Croix River from the St. Croix 
Bridge for a distance of approximately 560 m. The site is on the flat bank just behind the 
original riverbank. Much of it is now under lawns, houses and gardens. Both Ceramic and 
Archaic Period artefacts are represented. Flakes, stone tools, and large amounts of 
prehistoric pots were found at this site.31 
 
Site BfDa-02 is a Contact Period site near Windsor where an iron hatchet was found.  
Site BfDb-03 is located along the southwest branch of the Avon River, about 10 km 
northeast of the Avon River proper near Upper Falmouth.  This was an isolated find of 
ground slate from the Archaic Period. 
 
During the period 1870-1885, an old Indian burying ground was discovered on King 
Street, in the Curry’s Corner area of Windsor. A number of bodies wrapped in birch bark, 
the characteristic Mi’kmaq funeral fashion, were discovered while digging operations 
were in progress for the erection of a barn. They were reburied, and it is possible there 
may have been an Indian mission chapel in the vicinity.32 There is reference to this 
church in the anonymous newspaper series “Reminiscences of Windsor” that was 
published in the Hants Journal on November 8th, 1883: 

 
“There is a farm, on which the Indians have long buried, and still bury their dead. 
Near that burial ground a Roman Catholic Chapel once stood, although no known 
vestige of it now exists. In connection with it this story has come down 
traditionally. A letter addressed to a Frenchmen at Grand Pre, was entrusted with 
a Micmac squaw. She, taken ill on her journey, committed it to a soldier bound 
for Pesegitk who handed it to his commanding officer there. Opened by him, it 
conveyed information that an important paper would be found in a recess near the 
altar of the chapel. Thither, at midnight, the magistrates with lanterns and torches, 
repaired, and discovered the detailed plan of a projected rising of the French and 
Indians.”33  

 
                                                 
31 Nova Scotia Museum, Archaeological Papers.  
32 Shand, Gwendolyn Vaughn, Historic Hants County, p. 4. 
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The burying ground located south of the Chapel, near the corner of highway 1 and the 
Chester road, continued to be used by the Mi’kmaq long after the deportation of the 
Acadians.34 
 

5.2 Current Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use 

 
The study of current Mi’kmaq land and resource use is comprised of a study of current 
Mi’kmaq land and resource use sites, plants of significance to Mi’kmaq, and Mi’kmaw 
communities. 

 

5.2.1 Current Mi’kmaq Land and Resource Use Sites 

 
Current Mi’kmaq land and resource use activities are divided into five categories:  

 
1) Kill/hunting 
2) Burial/birth 
3) Ceremonial 
4) Gathering food/ medicinal  
5) Occupation/habitation  
 

Table 1 provides a description of activities undertaken at the sites. 
 

Table 1:  Description of Activities Undertaken in Current Mi'kmaq Land and Resource Use Sites 

TYPE OF SITE DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES IN STUDY AREA 
KILL/HUNTING Eel, Trout, Smelt, Trapping 
BURIAL/BIRTH Burial sites 
CEREMONIAL  
GATHERING  
HABITATION  
 
Fishing activity is concentrated north of the project area in the Kennetcook River.  
Trapping occurred to the east of the project area.   
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Burial Sites are not located within the project footprint. 
 

5.2.2 Plants of Significance to Mi’kmaq present in study area 
 

Plants of significance to Mi’kmaq in the study area are divided into three categories: 
 

1) Medicinal 
2) Food/Beverage 
3) Craft/Art 

  
The following table describes the number of plants of significance present in the study 
areas during the fall and spring surveys. 

     

Table 2:  Number of Plants of Significance to Mi'kmaq Present in the Study Areas Fall 2005 

TYPE OF USE NUMBER OF SPECIES PRESENT FALL 2005 
MEDICINAL 81 
FOOD/BEVERAGE 35 
CRAFT/ART 22 
 
Plant Study Area 1 is comprised of farmland, active select cuts, and areas of clear-cut in 
various stages of regeneration.  Plant Study Area 2 is comprised predominantly of mixed 
forest habitat. Plant Study Area 2 contained the largest concentration of specimens.  
Specimens were scattered throughout plant Study Area 1. 
 
 

Table 3:  Number of Plants of Significance to Mi'kmaq Present in the Study Areas Spring 2006 

TYPE OF USE NUMBER OF SPECIES PRESENT SPRING 2006 
MEDICINAL 66 
FOOD/BEVERAGE 11 
CRAFT/ART 9 
 
A substantial population of a rare medicinal plant has been identified surrounding the 
Dump Pond, feeding into Shaw Brook. 
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5.2.3 Mi’kmaw Communities 

 
There are no Indian Reserves located within the current use study area, however, there 
are two reserves located within approximately 12 kms of the project area.   
 
The 171-hectare Horton Reserve, controlled by Glooscap First Nation, is located 
approximately 12 kms west of the project area on the road from Hantsport across the 
county line into Bishopville. Most of this land was a purchase arranged by Silas T. Rand 
on behalf of the Micmac Missionary Society. Rand hoped to provide undisputed control 
of land by Mi’kmaq in a traditional hunting and encampment site. Although other people 
occupied Hantsport, the Mi’kmaq of Glooscap First Nation were able to stay in an area 
accessible both to hunting and the tidal Avon fisheries.35  

 

The 126-hectare St. Croix Indian Reserve # 34 is located at the north end of St. Croix 
Lake, approximately 12 kms south of the project area.  Annapolis Valley First Nation 
controls the St. Croix reserve. 
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35 Robertson, Allen B., Tide & Timber: Hantsport, Nova Scotia, p. 54. 



 

6.0 POTENTIAL PROJECT IMPACTS ON MI’KMAQ LAND 
AND RESOURCE USE 

 
The following table presents potential project impacts on historic and current Mi’kmaq 
land and resource use.    
 

Table 4:  Potential Project Impacts on Mi'kmaq Land and Resource Use 

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON MI’KMAQ LAND AND RESOURCE USE 
6.01 The historic review of Mi’kmaq use and occupation documents considerable 

historic Mi’kmaq use and occupation in the study area, and potentially the project 
area.  A potential impact of the project is the disturbance of archaeological 
resources. 

 
6.02 The permanent loss of a substantial population of the rare medicinal plant 

surrounding the Dump Pond area is a potential impact of the project. 
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7.0 SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL PROJECT IMPACTS 
ON MI’KMAQ LAND AND RESOURCE USE 

 
The concept of significance in the Mi’kmaq Knowledge Study is distinct from the 
concept of significance under the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act or the Nova 
Scotia Environmental Assessment Regulations.  Significance to Mi’kmaq is evaluated 
only in accordance with the criteria listed below.  The MKS evaluation of the 
significance of the potential project impacts on Mi’kmaq should be used by regulators to 
inform their determination of the significance of the environmental effects of the Project. 
 

7.1 Significance Criteria 

 
The following criteria are used to analyze the significance of the potential project impacts 
on Mi’kmaq use:  

 
1) Uniqueness of land or resource 
2) Culture or spiritual meaning of land or resource 
3) Nature of Mi’kmaq use of land or resource 
4) Mi’kmaq constitutionally protected rights in relation to land or 

resource 
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7.2 Evaluation of Significance 

 

Table 5:  Significance of Potential Project Impacts on Mi'kmaq Land and Resource Use 

POTENTIAL IMPACT EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
6.01 The historic review of Mi’kmaq use 

and occupation documents 
considerable historic Mi’kmaq use 
and occupation in the study area, 
and potentially the project area.  A 
potential impact of the project is the 
disturbance of archaeological 
resources. 

 

7.2.01 Mi’kmaq archaeological resources 
are extremely important to 
Mi’kmaq as a method of 
determining Mi’kmaq use and 
occupation of Mi’kma’ki and as an 
enduring record of the Mi’kmaq 
nation and culture across the 
centuries.  Archaeological 
resources are irreplaceable.  Any 
disturbance of Mi’kmaq 
archaeological resources is 
significant. 

 
6.02 The permanent loss of a substantial 

population of the rare medicinal 
plant within the Dump Pond area, 
feeding into Shaw Brook, is a 
potential impact of the project. 

 

7.2.02 The rare medicinal plant species 
found within the Dump Pond area, 
feeding into Shaw Brook, is not 
commonly accessible throughout 
Nova Scotia, and is not commonly 
found in such concentrations; the 
population is therefore judged to be 
a significant population of the 
species. 
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8.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

8.01 In the event that Mi’kmaw archaeological deposits are encountered during 
construction or operation of the Project, all work should be halted and immediate 
contact should be made with David Christianson at the Nova Scotia Museum and 
with Donald M. Julien at The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq. 

 
8.02 Disturbance of the sensitive area containing the rare medicinal plant species 

shown in Figure 2 should be avoided during clearing/construction. 
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