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SECTION 3.0 – SCOPE OF THE ASSESSMENT 
 
In order to determine the scope of the RMSenergy wind energy project, the proponent has 
described the project and sought opinions from the public and regulators on the potential 
environmental and socio-economic issues related to the project.  Tables 1-2 and 1-4 of Section 
1.3 identify those individuals and groups who were contacted and who offered comments on the 
issues.  These comments provide the basis for identifying the Valued Eco-system Components 
(VECs) which must be considered in the assessment.   
 
The assessment must also consider the boundaries of the study area which are dependant on 
characteristics of individual VECs, guidance from environmental guidelines and regulations and 
the provisions of Provincial and County building codes and regulations.   
 
3.1 Study Area Boundaries 
 

All lands for the first phase of this project are located within a project boundary identified 
in Figure 1.1.  The study area is different for each individual Valued Eco-system 
Component (VEC) and areas of concern.  Separate study areas are listed below with the 
spacial boundaries for the individual studies.  The study findings are described in 
Sections 4 and 5.  The following is a summary of the environmental studies programs 
and special boundaries:  
 

• Flora: Botany, wetlands and waterways surveys have been conducted on a 
40 m wide swath along all existing and proposed access routes.  These surveys 
have also been conducted at individual turbine locations at a 75m radius from the 
GPS turbine co-ordinates as listed in Table 2.1: Dalhousie Mountain Wind Farm: 
Turbine Locations and Optional Sites: Coordinates and Elevations.  Refer to 
Appendix C4, 5, 6 for the complete study. 

 
• Visual: Photomontages were created for the posters used in public 

presentations. Two locations of good visibility were selected directly SW from 
center turbine #11 at a distance of 3.2 (km) away and 7.3 km.  Fig.5.4 is a visual 
representation map indicating the number of turbines visible for a 25 km radius 
around the center Turbine # 11.  Refer to Appendix C1 for the complete study. 

 
• Sound: A computer analysis was performed using the decibel (dB) rating of the 

GE 1.5 as the maximum noise level.  Sound levels were extended approximately 
2 km away from the turbines and the results indicated that noise levels dropped 
to approximately 35 dB.  Refer to Appendix C2 for the complete study. 

 
• Avian Species: Bird surveys using various point count stations were carried out 

within a radius of 10 km from center Turbine # 11.  Refer to Appendix C4, 5, 6, 
and AS 5 for the complete studies. 
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• Mainland Moose Population: Various surveys were carried out to points as far 

away as 10 km from center Turbine # 11 as shown in Fig 1.1.  Refer to Appendix 
C8 for the complete study. 

 
• Bats: Sonar recordings of bats were performed for 1 month during core migration 

at two turbine locations which reflect the most likely corridor of flight.  Refer to 
Appendix C7 for the complete study. 

 
Archaeology: Desktop study and field surveys were carried out on all proposed 
areas of disturbance.  First Nations land and European settlement features such 
as cemeteries and homesteads are the primary concern in this area.  The focus 
for the construction phase is along the easements and on the turbine foundation 
areas.  As mitigation, where archaeological sensitive sites are detected, 
construction work is subject to a work stop order procedure as laid out in Section 
6 of this EA.  Refer to Supplemental Appendix AS: 2 for the complete site specific 
archaeological field study and report. 

 
3.2 Provincial Project Categorization 
 

Environmental impact assessment in Nova Scotia is the responsibility of the NSE under 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation made pursuant to the Environment Act.  
Schedule A of that regulation defines those “undertakings” that may result in a significant 
environmental impact. Included is “all electric power generating facilities with a 
production rating of two megawatts or more” are required to submit a registration 
document following the guidelines provided in the Proponents Guide to Wind Power 
Projects: Guide for preparing an Environmental assessment Registration Document, 
May 2007.  Under Schedule A of the Nova Scotia Environmental Assessment 
Regulations, the project is considered a Class 1 Undertaking.   
 
To ensure that the Minister has the requisite information to make an informed decision in 
accordance with Section 12 of the Environment Act, this document provides details on 
the following: 
 

1. The location of the proposed turbines on Dalhousie Mountain, Pictou County, 
Nova Scotia; 

2. The size and scope of the proposed undertaking; 
3. Reference to the meetings and consultations that have taken place; 
4. Steps that have been taken by the Proponent to address environmental 

concerns; 
5. Potential environmental effects associated with the construction and operation of 

the proposed wind turbines; 
6. Detail of the proposed schedule; and 
7. Detail on existing land use in the area. 
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3.3 Federal Project Categorization 
 
Since an application has been made to NRCan for Eco-energy funding, the proposed 
Project is subject to the conditions and requirements of the federal Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA).  This review is conducted in conjunction with 
the Provincial registration and assessment process cited in Section 3.1.  The federal 
review process addresses those issues under federal jurisdiction.  This document 
includes those issues pertaining to the federal domain.  
 
For the proposed Project, NRCan is the Responsible Authority (RA) and thus 
responsibility falls to this agency to ensure that the screening report is carried out in 
compliance with the CEAA.  The RA’s determination is not whether to proceed with the 
project, but rather concerns the likelihood of significant adverse environmental effects.  
The three determination options available to the RA are: 
 

1. The project is not likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects – 
following this determination the RA may exercise any power or perform any duty 
or function that would permit the project to be carried out in whole or in part; 

2. The project is likely to cause significant adverse environmental effects that 
cannot be justified – following this determination the RA may not exercise any 
power or perform any duty or function that would permit the project to be carried 
out in whole or in part; or 

3. It is uncertain whether the project is likely to cause significant adverse 
environmental effects, or the project is likely to cause significant adverse 
environmental effects that may be justifiable, or public concerns warrant referral 
to a mediator or review panel – following any of these determinations the RA 
must refer the project to the federal Minister of the Environment for a referral to a 
mediator or review panel. 

 
3.4 Study Objectives 
 

Working within the federal, provincial, and municipal approvals processes, and 
consistent with NRCan’s scope of study, the main objectives of this EA are threefold: 
 

1. To identify, define, and assess the potential effects of the project on VECs.  The 
VECs identified for study represent environmental features that were known to 
occur or had a reasonable probability of occurrence within the study area, and 
which subsequently could be affected by the Project (e.g., wetlands, avian 
species, terrestrial flora, etc.).  VECs selected for assessment within the study 
area are provided in Table 1.1 and are discussed in more detail in Section 5 and 
the technical appendices.  This approach of focusing on pertinent VECs/key 
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issues for assessment is consistent with the International Association for Impact 
Assessment’s (IAIA) best practice criterion of “focus” (Section 3.4). 

 
2. To ensure environmental considerations are explicitly addressed and 

incorporated into the planning, design, and decision-making processes. 
 
3. Considering objectives one and two, to design a project follow-up and monitoring 

program that contains plans to prevent, mitigate, and compensate for the 
potentially adverse environmental effects of the Project. 

 
3.5 Methodology of Environmental Screening 
 

A key component of the EA methodology is the identification and description of the pre-
project environmental conditions (i.e., baseline conditions).  During the preparation of 
this EA, primary and secondary data collection activities were undertaken to determine 
key baseline conditions in and around the proposed Project.  These studies are 
referenced in the following Section 4: Description of the Existing Environment.  The 
complete studies are presented in the appendices.  Each study method was based upon 
the best practicable science and tools available at the time of survey as shown in Table 
1.1 and through consultation with the Agencies listed in Table 1.2.  

 
3.6 Uncertainty and Data Gaps 
 

Identifying uncertainty and data gaps is important when evaluating the occurrence and 
significance of potentially adverse environmental effects and their probabilities.  In terms 
of incomplete and unreliable knowledge during the EA, it was determined that existing 
information about the study area was insufficient for the purposes of the EA.  Thus, 
background data collection studies were completed to provide a description of the 
Studies in Appendix C.  The field-based information, collected on the basis of best 
practicable science and industry accepted methodologies, is considered reliable and 
suitable for use within the EA.  The completion of these background field studies has 
minimized both uncertainty and data gaps related to the proposed Project and the 
assessment of its potentially adverse environmental effects. 




