Heritage Gas Amherst High Pressure Steel Pipeline

Registration and Environmental Assessment November 2004
3.0 Public Consultation Summary
3.1 Consultation

Heritage Gas believes that public and stakeholder communication are an important means of providing
information on the project and soliciting input into pipeline routing during the planning stage. Members
of the study team also talked to local residents for the purpose of gaining access to property for field
studies and to obtain feedback on pipeline routing options. In the planning for this project, Heritage Gas
communicated with stakeholders through a public open house, meeting with regulators, and individual
meetings with landowners and key stakeholders.

3.2 Open House

An open house was held on October 7, 2004, at the Truemanville Fire Hall. Ads were placed in the
Ambherst Daily News for three days prior to the Open House. Radio advertisements were also run on
CKDH 90FM Radio in Amherst the day before and on the day of the Open House. Open house displays
included information on the Amherst natural gas project, construction methods, standard environmental
protection measures, the EA and permitting process, potential pipeline routes, and the proposed time
frame. Heritage Gas and Dillon Consulting representatives were present to answer questions and discuss
issues in an informal setting. Participants were encouraged to complete a Comment Form on the potential
routes and the project in general, which included the option to identify any additional community
knowledge of historical use and features of the area that should be considered in routing/the EA. A
“Frequently Asked Question and Answer” sheet was provided. Completed comment forms were
requested to be returned the day of the open house. This was to allow time for review and consideration of

comments into the routing process (open house presentation materials are provided in Appendix A).

A total of 36 people were registered in the public consultation guest book for the open house, and about
40 to 50 people were estimated as having attended the session. One comment form was completed. Other
comments, as summarized here, were expressed verbally to Heritage representatives during the open
house.

Many of the area residents that attended the open house expressed support for the project. A number
inquired about getting access to natural gas. Others inquired about possible use of the easement by ATVs
and snowmobiles.

Dillon Consulting Limited Page 61



Heritage Gas Amherst High Pressure Steel Pipeline
Registration and Environmental Assessment November 2004

Comments provided specifically on the preferred and alternative pipeline routes addressed:
e disturbance to old growth tree stands in the Amherst Head area;

¢ loss of good quality timber in the Amherst Head area;

e |oss of existing or future blueberry land in Warren;

e proximity to a planned Ducks Unlimited wetland in the Warren area;

e clearing will weaken adjacent trees;

¢ Joss of privacy;

e division of property;

e unwanted ATV users; and

e negative affect on property value.

Participants at the open house also pointed out that the pipeline route will cross the Trans Canada Trail
and several bogs in the area could be difficult to cross. Several asked questions about environmental
protection measures. The only comment form completed suggested that priority be given to minimizing
environmental impacts and that “wet” crossings not be used. Others asked about the safety of natural gas
(one expressed concern for public safety) and the compatibility of the pipeline with agricultural and
forestry uses.

Landowners discussed specific issues with Heritage representatives and most were able to identify an
alternate location for the easement on their property, which would address expressed concerns. Following
the open house, Heritage Gas evaluated the issues expressed and was able to refine the pipeline route to
address the majority of received comments.

3.3 Regulatory Meeting

Heritage Gas held a meeting on June 29, 2004 with provincial and federal agencies with regulatory or
other interests in the project. The meeting was attended by representatives of the Department of
Environment and Labour, the Department of Natural Resources, and Fisheries and Oceans Canada. The
intent of the meeting was to provide information on the project and to solicit input on issues to be
addressed during the planning of the pipeline. A summary of comments (with responses in brackets)
received in the meeting are provided in Table 3-1.
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Table 3-1

Summary of Regulatory Agency Comments, June 29, 2004

Department

Individual

Comments

Note

NSDNR

R. Soper

Interest in amount of Crown land to be crossed.
Noted that land bordering MacLellans Brook
transferred to Town of Amherst

Info

NSDNR

R. Hall

Were any rare plants identified? (No plants
identified during spring survey)

ATVs are a concern where new easements/rights-
of-way are opened. Stream damage noted on
M&NP pipeline.

Question raised regarding requirements for
landowners wanting to cross pipeline. (NS
Pipeline Regulations place onus on landowner to
contact Heritage Gas when excavating in the
vicinity of the pipeline)

Section 4.5.5

Section 4.5.9

Included in land
acquisition process

DFO

J. Leadbetter

Concern regarding amount of open trench at any
given time

Copy of EPP requested (to be provided by
Heritage Gas).

Section 2.4.2

Attached

NSTPW

M. Coady and
D. Morehouse

Bored crossing requested for Highway 6 crossing.

Use of provincial highway for any pipeline other
than PE pipelines by exception, to NSTPW
guidelines.

Included in detailed design
Info

3.4

Other Stakeholders and Landowners

At the regulatory meeting and during the course of the preparatory work for this environmental

assessment, other stakeholders were identified. These stakeholders were also contacted by Heritage Gas

to provide information on the project and to solicit input specific to the stakeholder. The stakeholders and

their comments are provided in Table 3-2.

Table 3-2

Summary of Stakeholder Comments

Group

Comments

Note

Athol Forestry
Cooperative

e Athol Forestry provides forestry management services to
several landowners whose lands are being crossed by the

Info

proposed pipeline. They have acted as liaison between some
of these landowners and Heritage Gas to address routing and
forestry concerns.

One of the concerns expressed is potential monetary impact
on reforestation efforts. Athol Forestry will provide
assistance in calculating the value of such impacts.

Crossing of pipeline with heavy equipment used in forestry
harvesting practice is an issue of concern, especially during
the spring thaw (February to May). A potential mitigation is
the provision of a portable bridge to landowners desirous to
cross the pipeline.

Included in land
acquisition process

Included in land
acquisition process
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Group Comments Note
e  Proximity to landowners’ camps is a concern. Location of Pipeline re-aligned to
some of these camps provided by Athol Forestry. avoid
E/[(;rilrf;?::aacy of e No gqmmunities in the :fl’rea but may have been us'ed for g/gﬁrslgtozgg Scompleted
Mi’kmagq traditional purposes. Mi’kmaw knowledge study in progress.
Cumberland e Provided information on Trans Canada Trail which is crossed | Info
County Trails by the alignment north of Truemanville.
Association
e CREA will be concerned with wet weather policies and EPP
contingency plans for major rain events. (Wet crossings are
not being considered)
e Salmon and trout both resident in the Tidnish system. Directional drilling
Cumberland MacLellans Brook has good juvenile rearing and refuge. planned at sensitive
River Increasing numbers of Salmon in Tidnish. streams
Enhancement e  Major siltation events are a concern given the erodibility of Section 4.5.1
Association the soils.
e Preserve as much of the buffer zone at stream crossings as EPP
possible.
o Requested copy of habitat data when available. (provided by | [nfo
Dillon Consulting)
Ducks Unlimited | ® All e{(istin_g and planned DU projects are avoided by the Info
pipeline alignment.

Heritage Gas has been maintaining frequent communication with landowners starting with access

permission. Concerns related to Heritage Gas from the landowners generally include:

Routing of pipeline through centre portion of a property generally not preferred option. Several
landowners suggested routing along boundary line.

Impact on forestry practice and reduction of area available for reforestation a concern. Some
landowners expressed a preference for the pipeline to be routed away from their property. Others
have requested a relocation of the pipeline from high value tree stands to recently harvested areas.
Depth of cover of the pipeline may be of concern if it brings about restrictions in the crossing of the
easement by landowners, especially in forestry resource areas.

Maximizing distance from camps.

Restricting access to skidoos and ATVs. Potential adverse environmental impacts where ATVs cross
water courses.

Avoidance of blueberry growing lands.

Avoidance of cultivated fields generally preferred (though not fields used primarily for hay or
pasture).

Locating pressure regulating stations outside of areas with residential development potential. (But no
concerns expressed over pipelines routed through such areas.)
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In addition, Heritage Gas has been in frequent contact with the Gas Committee struck with the
community to facilitate the development of natural gas in the Amherst area. This Gas Committee is
composed of members of the business community and municipal staff. Committee members have
attended the Open House and have facilitated the relaying of comments from the community to Heritage
Gas staff.

Presentations have been made by Heritage Gas staff to the councils of the Town of Ambherst and
Cumberland County.

Both councils were supportive of Heritage Gas’ objectives. One Cumberland County councillor expressed

some concern over impact on agricultural land and emphasized the importance of landowner consultation.

Meetings have been held with planning and engineering staffs from the Town of Amherst and
Cumberland County. The purpose of these meetings was to determine that the proposed pipeline and
facilities do not have any adverse impacts on municipal infrastructure and are compatible with zoning

regulations.

Cumberland County, with input from the Town, has recently concluded a planning exercise for the
“central area” immediately around Amherst. The area southeast of the John Black Road (in the vicinity of
the pipeline and the TBS) was earmarked for future residential development under the zoning “Country
Residential (R2)”. This zoning permits mixed use including single family, multi-family and light
industrial (Figure 3-1). One concern was expressed over the impact of the proposed TBS on future
development. The primary concern was that this type of facility would not mix well with residential
development and may impact the value of the land. As a result, Heritage Gas has relocated the TBS close
to the Rogers Wireless and Central Cable TV telecommunication towers. This was acceptable to the
County, the Town and contracted landowners.

Heritage Gas has also contacted Rogers Wireless regarding the location of the TBS. Heritage Gas will
determine if the SCADA has potential to interfere with Rogers Wireless signal.

3.5 Integration of Consultation Input in
Environmental Planning

The comments, issues and concerns raised during the consultation process have been addressed through
the planning for the project (see Section 2) and the selection of the final alignment. Inclusion of specific
provisions in the EPP, landowner agreements, the ECPs and construction specifications will also be used

as a means to integrate consultation input into project planning documentation.
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Heritage Gas will continue to consult with the community through the Gas Committee and other means

throughout the project. The public will also be notified of construction start dates and future information
sessions, where warranted.
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