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N o v a S c o t i a D e p a r t m e n t o f F i s h e r i e s & A q u a c u l t u r e

AQUACULTURE LEASE/LICENSE REVIEW PROCESS

APPLICANT 
contacts Coastal Resource Coordinator; receives

application package; consults with extension services 
staff within the department.

(An application may be rejected or sent back for 
revisions at any point in the review process.) 

COASTAL RESOURCE COORDINATOR (CRC)

advises the applicant; receives application 
and collects fee

LICENSING STAFF 

reviews and registers application; coordinates public
consultation, network review, and technical review

TECHNICAL REVIEW

NSDFA review
feasibility of the project

NETWORK REVIEW
up to ten Federal and 

Provincial agencies review the 
the proposed application.

These include: DFO, TC (NWPP),
CFIA, NSDNR, NSE, NSDA

 NSOAA, SNSMR 
& NSDFA

LICENSING STAFF 

collates information received from 
network agencies and recommends 

 lease conditions

THE MINISTER 
approves or rejects the application

based on the overall review process

DOCUMENTS 
must be signed by the applicant; fees

must be paid and all conditions accepted
before the lease/license is issued

ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT

 Majority of time, projects with 
floating gear require 

a Federal environmental 
assessment. Environmental
assessment is a process to 
predict the environmental

effects of proposed 
initiatives before they 

are carried out.

GPS SURVEY 

the CRC and the applicant confirm
the site coordinates and 

place temporary markings on the site

Acronym Key:
CEAA - Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency

CFIA - Canadian Food Inspection Agency

DFO - Fisheries & Oceans Canada
NSDA - NS Dept. of Agriculture

NSE - NS Dept. of Environment 

NSDNR - NS Dept. of Natural Resources

NSDFA - NS Dept. Fisheries & Aquaculture

NSOAA - NS Office of Aboriginal Affairs

TC (NWPP) - Transport Canada
(Navigable Waters Protection Program)

SNSMR - Service NS & Municipal Relations

PUBLIC NOTICE & 
CONSULTATION

If a consultation takes 
place, it occurs 

via a public meeting.
Notice is given through

newspaper ads and web 
postings. 

(timing may vary)

ABORIGINAL
CONSULTATION

NSOAA & NSDFA determine
whether there is a duty to 

consult the Mi’kmaq of NS.
Aboriginal consultation begins

if determined that it is 
appropriate.
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